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The ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating Bruce McLaren’  
 

Newsletter Number Seven – October 2009 
 

Ticket Sales are exceeding expectations 
The sale during October 2009 of ‘Early Bird’ tickets for the ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating 
Bruce McLaren’ was startling and the number of tickets sold exceeded all expectations. By far the 
most popular tickets purchased were the 6-day ‘All Access Pass’.  
 
Future Festival publicity and advertising will emphasise Festival tickets as an ideal Christmas gift 
activity for the whole family to enjoy.” 
 
Tickets for the Festival are available for purchase online on the Festival website www.nzfmr.co.nz .  
Just click on the ‘Tickets’ logo on the home page for entry to the online purchase facility.  
 
Information about the Festival will be found on the Festival website www.nzfmr.co.nz 
 
Track Sealing is complete at Hampton Downs 
Blacktop sealing of the 2.8km International track at Hampton Downs was completed in mid-October 
and workmen turned to completing the blending of track edges.  Extensive work is being undertaken 
to profile the surface in the Pit paddock area. Preparation and sealing of the first three Public 
carparks on the outside of the track is underway.  Overflow public carparks are soon to be levelled 
and completed ready for use by the anticipated large crowd attending who will see at first hand the 
mighty racing at the NZ Festival of Motor Racing.  Photographs showing progress of track 
construction can be seen on the Hampton Downs website www.hamptondowns.com  Check the big 
grin in the photo of Hampton Downs Managing Director Tony Roberts seated in a car about to drive 
the new track. 
 
Progress Report on Entries for the 10 Race Classes for the Festival  
The Formula F5000 and Invited F1  Class  The first cars have arrived in New Zealand for 
the Festival.  The immaculate 1969 McLaren M10A/B belonging to Grant Clearwater, together with 
Grant’s 1965 Brabham BT16 F2, were seen in a container at the yard of Festival freight handlers 
Jenner Cargo of Auckland.  Steve Ross from Dunedin has purchased the 1973 McRae GM9 formerly 
driven by Chris Hyde to win the 2008 F5000 Tasman Revival series. Brett Willis of Rotorua was seen 
at Pukekohe in October getting his first races in his very newly restored 1973 Lola T330.  Peter 
Sundberg has purchased from Stan Redmond the ex John Walker 1979 Australian GP winning 1974 
Lola T332. Peter will race his new Lola at the Festival and has repainted the car in the red and white 
‘Chesterfield’ colours as driven in the 1970s by Kevin Bartlett. 
 
One of three Elfin F5000 cars coming from Australia to be raced at the Festival will be the 1976 Elfin 
MR8C Chev of the very popular Ken James from Queensland. Ken’s car was formerly driven in 
Australian Gold Star races by John Bowe. 
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Ken James Aus-Qld – 1976 Elfin MR8C Chev 5000cc – e x John Bowe 

 
Can-Am and V8 Sports Racing Class  – At the end of October, the entry list remains at 12 
cars in the Can-Am and V8 sports racing class.  Time is clearly running out for any further entries to 
from overseas. Notwithstanding the numbers, the sight and sound of 12 big V8-engined Can-Am and 
sports racing cars on the track together will be a first for New Zealand. 
 
One very interesting car in this class will be the ‘centre-seat’ 1979 McRae GM9 Can-Am owned by 
Terry Rush of Feilding and driven by his son Tim Rush. This car was Graham McRae’s personal car 
that he raced as a GM3 F5000 single seater or as a GM9 in the centre seat Can-Am class of the mid-
late 1970s.  Roger Williams brought the 5.0 litre ‘Circus Circus’ liveried GM3/9 to New Zealand in late 
2008 and ran the car for demonstration laps at Pukekohe in January 2009.  
 

 
Terry & Tim Rush’s 1979 McRae GM9 ‘centre-seat’ Can -Am 5000cc 
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Tasman Class  – Two more entries were received during October so now numbers have increased 
to 32 confirmed starters, so far, from the original 42 who registered. The 32 cars includes three 
Coopers from the ‘Early Historics’ class that will also run with the Tasman class as they did back in 
the early 1960s. These Coopers are Rod Jolley (UK) 1958 Cooper T45/51, Roger Wills (UK) 1959 
Cooper T51 and Richard Longes (Aus-NSW) ex Bib Stillwell 1959 Cooper T51.  Bruce McLaren drove 
both of the UK Coopers and Jack Brabham drove the ex Stillwell car. 
 
Whereas Andrew Fellowes (Aus-Qld) had earlier entered his two ex Rondel Racing 1971 Brabham 
BT36s in the Super Historic class of the Festival, Andrew has now withdrawn both cars and will bring 
instead his 1968 Brabham BT23C-2 to race in the Tasman class.  Andrew’s BT23C is said to have 
‘made’ Peter Gethin’s career when Gethin changed mid-season from a Chevron to the Brabham and 
then finished 2nd at Albi and 3rd at Vallelunga behind two very suspect Ferrari Dinos.  The BT23C was 
then purchased in 1969 by Sir John Whitmore and run by Alan Mann Racing for Don Godden, without 
success. It was restored in 1987 by Peter Genty. 
 

 
Andrew Fellowes Aus-Qld – 1968 Brabham BT23C-02 F2 1600cc 

 
Super Historics Class  – So far, there are 17 Australian cars entered from a potential 34 starters 
in this class. At least three of these Australian cars were formerly owned and raced in New Zealand.  
New Zealander Steve Millen raced Harry Hickling’s (NSW) 1972 Chevron B20 in NZ Tasman races in 
1975 and South Australian Peter Whelan’s 1977 Chevron B42 in 1978/79. Steve will be visiting New 
Zealand from California during the Festival and hopes to be reunited with the two Chevrons as well as 
his 1971 Elden Formula Ford that he raced in SE Asia and is now owned by Aucklander, Ben Field. 
Harry Hickling has tempted Steve with a drive at Pukekohe in the B20. The B20 is currently being 
refitted with a FVC engine and a new FVC tailored exhaust system 
 
Another former Kiwi car is the 1982 Ralt RT4 now owned by Queenslander Vince Holland.  This Ralt 
was formerly owned and raced by successful New Zealand race driver, Graeme Lawrence and no 
doubt Graeme will be at the Festival to see the temporary homecoming of one of his former race cars. 
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Vince Holland Aus-Qld- 1982 Ralt RT4 Ford 1600cc Fo rmula Pacific – ex Graeme Lawrence 
 
The Formula Junior and Invited F3  Class  – While the entry list of 46 cars will need to be 
whittled down to meet the maximum grid limits, news is buzzing that yet another FJ car has been 
purchased from overseas.  Aucklander, Chris Atkinson could not resist the urge and with much 
delight, he settled on a very nice Lotus 22 FJ that will soon be in transit from USA.  
 
One relatively recent arrival in New Zealand is the most interesting 1959 Jocko Special FJ belonging 
to Neil Tolich.  Neil found the car in USA and is currently fettling it to meet his own driving needs.  The 
design of the one-off Jocko bears strong resemblance to Indy cars of the era. 
 

 
Neil Tolich 1959 Jocko Special JFJ0001 1100cc Formu la Junior 

 
The Sports and Sports Racing Car Class  – In the Festival Newsletter last month it was 
reported that Charles McCabe from USA was bringing to the Festival his 1956 Cooper T39 ‘Bobtail’ 
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sports racing car.  Charles emailed just days ago to say that while racing the car in Spain in early 
November, he broke the crown wheel and pinion in the Cooper.  Although he was able to borrow 
another and enter the next race, he later broke the gearbox in a ‘big’ way.  Sourcing replacement 
parts for a 53 year old gearbox is not as easy as he thought, so reluctantly Charles has had to 
withdraw his entry from the Festival.  
 
Festival entries continued throughout October such that there is currently a field of 39 sports and 
sports racing cars.  Australians will be well represented with 2 cars coming from Western Australia, 
two from Queensland, and one from Victoria.  Other country flags will be flying for USA, Macau and 
UK. – plus of course some 30 Kiwis flying the flag for New Zealand.  
 
Local Auckland driver and long time Jaguar racer Stewart Martel has kindly agreed to be co-ordinator 
for this class throughout the Festival.  Stewart has entered his superb Jaguar E Type and will be keen 
to be racing in such a varied and interesting grid of cars. 
 

 
Stewart Martel,  Auckland – 1965 Jaguar E Type 4200 cc 

 
Invited ‘Early Historics’ Class  – Early registrations of interest numbered 40 cars in this class 
and 25 confirmed entries have been received to date with a number of very special cars still to follow. 
One very interesting car in this class is the 1952 Connaught A5 belonging to New Zealander Grant 
Clearwater.  This car was the ex Leslie Marr Connaught and came to NZ in 1957 well after its front 
running competition days were over.  The car has been in NZ since the 1950s and in recent times, 
Grant was able to purchase it and have it restored to the immaculate condition it is now in.  He ran it 
recently in historic races in UK.  Historic car enthusiasts will see the car in Grant’s capable hands in 
the Early Historic class at the Festival. 
 

 
Grant Clearwater 1952 Connaught A5 1964cc F2 
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Invited 1960s Saloons & GTs Class  – As at the end of October, 43 cars have been entered 
in this class including 5 cars from Australia and one from UK.  The ex Brian Innes Mini Cooper S is 
another that co-ordinator of this class, Neil Tolich, wants to fit into this big grid. 
 
Another ‘period’ car is the 1959 A40 Farina Mk1 owned since the early 1960s by Brian Ax of 
Palmerston North. Brian raced this car at many race tracks in the early 1960s including the 1964 
NZIGP meeting at Pukekohe. In those days, cars ran on the longer Pukekohe track that included the 
‘loop’.  Soon after the start/finish line, cars took a 90 degree left turn and ran for some 250 metres 
before taking a right turn and ‘looping’ back to what was known as Railway corner – or Castrol as we 
know it now.   
 
In the period photo below, Brian is seen in his hot A40, car number 84, on the outside of the corner.  
Leading the pack is a Humber 80, car 76, driven by Robbie Francevic. Robbie will be driving in the 
1960s Saloons & GT class at the Festival but not in the Humber 80.  Instead he will be in his 
1956/1967 Custaxie 7000cc ‘All Comers’ monster.  Rather than foot it with Robbie’s Custaxie at the 
Festival, Brian will have a number of other A40s, Anglias and Minis to race with – just as it was in the 
period photo below. 
 
Period photo 1964 NZIGP meeting – Pukekohe 11 Jan 6 4. Brian Ax Car 84 1959 A40 Farina 

 

 
Brian Ax 1959 A40 Farina Mk1 - Manfeild 1998 

 
Invited 1970s Saloons & GT Class  – With a grid of 45 cars for Hampton Downs and 40 cars 
for Pukekohe, a waiting list is in operation for the 1970s Saloons and GT class. Only two international 
cars made it to the grid as spaces were snapped up before any further overseas entries could be 
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considered.  One driver who could not be left off the start sheet is Managing Director of Hampton 
Downs, Tony Roberts. Having recently sold his 1972 McLaren M22 F5000 racing car, Tony was 
without a drive until he located the Corvette that he owned and raced many years ago. Now that the 
Corvette in back in Tony’s hands and he has had a few shakedown races to get used to a race car 
with doors on it, we will expect big things of him on his new ‘home’ circuit  

 
Tony Roberts 1970 Chev Corvette 

 
Formula Ford Class  – With 40 ‘period’ Formula Fords hotly contesting a place at the front of the 
race, there will be plenty of action in this class.  Even though some of the older Class 1 cars 
manufactured between 1970 and June 1980 will not be fast enough to vie for the outright lead against 
the later 1980s cars, there will be action aplenty right down through the grid. Notwithstanding their 
finishing order, the grins will be wide for every driver in this colourful grid. One driver to gain an 
international race driver status will be Chris Caljaardt of New South Wales, Australia who will be 
racing his 1983 Elwyn Formula Ford. Others from NSW include Jeff Thompson, Don Holland and 
John Pymble. 
 

 
Cas Caljaardt Aus-NSW, 1983 Elwyn-004 1600cc Formul a Ford 

 
Travel, Accommodation, Transport, Tours 
Katie van Dinther at Stars Tours, a division of worldwide Carlson Waglonlit Travel is available to help 
all competitors and visitors with their accommodation and travel needs.  Katie has reserved Motels 
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around the Pukekohe area so contact her on kvandinther@carlsonwagonlit.com or phone DDI +64 9 
921 0188 

Notices for Competitors 
 
Documentation for the Festival. Drivers must present to the Race Secretary at documentation the 
following documentation:  

1. Competition Licence  (Race Licence)  –  
····  New Zealand drivers will require a minimum of a current MotorSport NZ issued 

National Race Licence to race at the Festival, or an appropriate international licence. 
Note that a NZ VCC race licence is not acceptable   

····  Overseas drivers will require EITHER –  
  the equivalent of a National Race Licence (i.e. not a ‘club’ level licence) with a FIA 
  Visa issued by their respective FIA National Motorsport authority; (ACCUS in  
  USA, or Trans Tasman Visa issued by CAMS for Aust drivers);  
  or, 
  An International Historic H1 (or higher) licence. 
2. Vehicle Logbook  - MSNZ log book or other acceptable log book such as HRSCC, VCC, or a 

vehicle logbook issued by the ASN in the country of the vehicle’s country of residence.  
3. Identity Classification and Vehicle Category  for Schedule K vehicles–  

·  MSNZ COD;  
·  or FIA Historic Technical Passport (HTP) and/or Heritage Certificate (HC);   
·  or, VCC Vehicle Identity Card (VIC);  
·  or, in the case of visiting overseas vehicles a similar type classification document issued 

by a National Sporting Organisation from the vehicle’s country of residence 
 
Entry Lists  – Competitors and their cars entered in each class are being progressively entered on 
the Festival website.  See www.nzfmr.co.nz and check under the ‘Competitors–Entry Lists’. Additions 
and corrections will be made as needed. Changes may be emailed by competitors to Festival 
Chairman, Jim Barclay jimbarclay@xtra.co.nz  
 
Proposed Race Schedule – The proposed Race Schedule is on the website – check 
www.nzfmr.co.nz and look under ‘Competitors –Race Schedule’.  With many drivers entering two cars 
and sometimes three cars, every effort has been made to avoid any one driver having back-to-back 
races. Sometimes, however, this will not be possible to avoid.  
 
Festival entry tickets for Competitors – Please note that four free six-day Festival entry tickets will 
be given to competitors for each car they have entered in the Festival.  Competitor’s tickets will be 
available for collection at Driver’s documentation check-in at Hampton Downs on Thursday 21 
January 2010.  Any driver wanting tickets mailed out before Driver’s documentation must make such 
request to Matt Taylor Matt@nzfmr.co.nz  
 
Race timers -  Competitors are advised that AMB transponders will be required for all cars racing in 
the Festival.  There will be a very limited number of AMB transponders available for hire at a cost of 
NZD$30.00 per day.  Those who require an AMB race timer should reserve one by contacting Bill 
Ritchie by email on billritchie@xtra.co.nz  
 
A Special Notice for Australian Competitors  - Please note that the Australian ‘Dorian’ race 
timers WILL NOT work in New Zealand.  Owners of car s with a Dorian timer will need to use an 
AMB race timer in New Zealand. AMB race timers are available for hire but those requiring an 
AMB timer must contact Bill Ritchie billritchie@xtra.co.nz to reserve their timer.  
 
‘Inter-islander’ freight offer for race cars - There is still a very good deal going with the Interislander 
shipping ferry operating from Picton to Wellington and return. To make a enquiries or a booking, 
phone the Interislander Group Booking department 0800 878 898 and tell them that bookings will be 
made within the "Motorsport NZ agreement". The Interislander staff are extremely obliging and will 
email you the current rates, and their requirements - such as vehicle and trailer length. Their fees are 
determined by the length of each unit. Reports from drivers are that changes to bookings are not a 
worry - it seems nothing is any problem to them. 
 
Shipping of Cars to New Zealand  – On arrival in New Zealand, overseas competitors wishing to 
check the location of their shipping container should contact Phil Gibbs at Jenner Cargo International 
Ltd phil@jennercargo.co.nz  phone 09 254 4811 or mobile 021 988 697  



   9

Race Fuel – Competitors are advised that leaded 100 Octane Avgas/race gas will be available at 
both Hampton Downs and Pukekohe race tracks.  Commercially available 91, 96 or 98 octane 
unleaded petrol (gas) is available at commercial Petrol (Gas) Stations. Those who require race gas or 
commercial pump fuel should bring their own fuel containers, or purchase them at local NZ Petrol 
stations or motor parts retail stores such as Repco or Super Cheap Auto.  
 
Noise Emission  – Competitors should note NZ MotorSport Regs state – “No vehicle shall exceed 95 
db [Decibels]. The measurement shall be taken 30 metres at a right angle from the track at a point 
where the vehicle is at maximum power.” 
 
Competitors should be mindful of the Noise Emission standards. 
 
Outline Programme for the 3 days of the Festival at  each location  
An outline Programme of Events for the Festival is contained in Festival Newsletter #4 dated July 09.  
A copy of Newsletter #4 is available in the News section of the NZ Festival of Motor Racing website 
www.nzfmr.co.nz 
 
Questions & Comments? 
If you have questions about the Festival or comments about this Newsletter, contact Festival 
Chairman, Jim Barclay jimbarclay@xtra.co.nz  
 
If you enjoyed this Newsletter, please consider emailing it to your friends. Ask them to register on the 
‘Newsletter’ subscribe button on Festival website so they will receive their own Newsletters in future. 
 

Newsletter Tail piece –  
 

 
The rebuild continues - Coventry Climax 2495cc engi ne, Weber carbs, rear suspension and 

Cooper ERSA gearbox fitted to Adam Berryman’s ex Br uce McLaren 1964 Cooper T70 Climax 
FL/2/64 

 


