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The ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating Bruce McLaren’  
 

Newsletter Number Five – August 2009 
 
 

Former McLaren Family Austin Healey to be at the Fe stival 
Bruce McLaren’s father, Les McLaren, purchased a 1953 Austin Healey 100/4 and ran it in many 
races including the 1955 NZIGP on 8 Jan 55 at Ardmore, near Auckland, New Zealand.   In 1956 
Bruce drove the Healey in the sports car race at the NZIGP meeting on 7 Jan 56 and at the Ohakea 
Trophy race on 3 Mar 56 he proved to be a faster than his father and was promoted to lead driver 
status in the family Austin Healey.  Amongst the many outings Bruce had in the Healy, he drove it to 
5th place in the Ardmore Championship and Handicap Race at the Ardmore NZIGP meeting on 12 
Jan 57. 
 
The ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating Bruce McLaren’ will be held at Hampton Downs 
MotorSport Park on 22-24 Jan 2010 and at Pukekohe Park Raceway on 29–31 Jan 2010. Both of 
these race tracks are near Auckland, New Zealand. 
 
The current owner of the former McLaren Healey, Barry Clearwater of Gore, has kindly agreed to 
bring the red racer to the Festival where it will be on display and will participate in the lunchtime on-
track display of cars that the late Bruce McLaren owned, drove, or designed. 
 

 
Bruce McLaren - 1953 Austin Healey 100/4 2660cc – A rdmore 12 Jan 57 

 
Tickets To Be On Sale Soon for the ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing’  
‘Early Bird’ tickets will be on sale by 1 Oct 09 for the ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating Bruce 
McLaren’. Patrons wanting to secure their tickets should monitor the Festival website 
www.nzfmr.co.nz for advice about the ticket launch.   
 
Managing Director of Hampton Downs, and Trustee of the Bruce McLaren Trust, Tony Roberts said 
that the Resource Consent for Hampton Downs allows for 20,000 people on any one day to attend  
Hampton Downs and “wouldn’t it be exciting to fill the venue for the Festival. This would indeed be a 
real tribute to the late Bruce McLaren.”  
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Track Sealing begins at Hampton Downs 
By the end of August 2009, the International 2.8km track at Hampton Downs was ready for ‘black-top’ 
seal to be applied.  But for a brief period of wet weather, sealing would have begun before the first 
coating of 250 meters was applied on 8 Sep 09.  On 9 Sep 09, the first coating to a further 2.3km of 
the track was applied. Sealing of the whole International 2.8km track will be completed in time for 
driver training to commence in October 2009. 
 

 
Track Sealing – Hampton Downs Motor Sports Park 9 S ep 09 

 
Progress Report on Entries for the 10 Race Classes for the Festival  
The Formula F5000 and Invited F1  Class  now includes ‘registrations of interest’ 48 cars from New 
Zealand, Australia, UK and USA.  Already there are confirmed entries for 47 cars.  Recent additions 
to the F5000 grid include Paul Trevethan from Victoria, Australia with the ex John McCormack 1974 
Elfin MR6L car.  John used this car to win the 1975 Australian CAMS Gold Star.  He also drove the 
Elfinin the 1975 Tasman Series and in the New Zealand races as part of the series, he finished 8th at 
Levin, 5th at the NZIGP at Pukekohe, 2nd at Wigram and 2nd at Tertonga. McCormack returned to New 
Zealand to compete in the 1976 NZIGP where he finished 8th after having a punctured tyre replaced 
and minor suspension damage repaired.   
 

 
Paul Trevethan, Victoria, Australia - 1974 Elfin MR 6L F5000.  Formerly John McCormack’s 1975 

Aust Gold Star Championship winning car
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Can-Am and V8 Sports Racing Class – Of the 24 Can-Am and V8 engined Sports Racing cars that 
have been registered for the Festival, there are now 10 confirmed race entries.  One of the four 
McLaren M1B Can-Am cars entered belongs to Chris Wilson from UK. This car was run in period by 
Keith Taylor as the ‘Radio London’ car.  It is unique as it runs Ford V8 engine whereas others run the 
Chev V8.  
 

 
Chris Wilson, UK - 1965 McLaren M1B 30-09 Ford 4809 cc Can-Am – the ex Keith Taylor ‘Radio 

London’ car 
 
Tasman Class – There are now 42 cars registered for this class of which 32 cars, so far, have been 
entered.  One car that will be back on the tracks after an absence of some 20 years will be Murray 
Sinclair’s 1969 Brabham BT 29-23 FVC 1790cc.  This car was once owned by New Zealander 
Graeme Lawrence who raced with success to win the Malaysian and Singapore GPs, 4th in Japan, 5th 
at Selangor, Malaysia and 2nd at Oran Park, Australia. He also drove it to first place in a National 
meeting at Levin and a second at Pukekohe. 
 

 
Murray Sinclair, Christchurch, NZ – 1969 Brabham BT  29-23 FVC 1790cc ex Graeme Lawrence 
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Super Historics Class - There are now 43 registrations and 25 confirmed entries to date in the 
Super Historics class.  Of the 43 registrations, 25 cars are from Australia and many of these have a 
history of racing in New Zealand.  One of these is a 1972 Chevron B20 that was driven by New 
Zealander Steve Millen in the 1975 Tasman Series.  In this car Steve finished in 7th place and first 
non-F5000 car at the Levin International,  9th place and first non-F5000 car in the 1975 NZIGP at 
Pukekohe, 10th place and first non-F5000 in the Lady Wigram Trophy race and 7th place and first non-
F5000 car in the Teretonga International. Current owner Harry Hickling of New South Wales, 
Australia, will be racing the Chevron B20 at the Festival and Harry hopes to meet up with Steve who 
has already indicated he would like to come down from California for the Festival.    
 

Below – Harry Hickling - Aus-NSW - 1972 Chevron B20 -72-9 FVC ex Steve Millen 

 

 
Above - Steve Millen – 1972 Chevron B20-72-9 - Tasm an Series 1975 

 
The Formula Junior and Invited F3  Class  – In the Festival Newsletter last month we reported there 
were 46 registered cars in this class. There are now 46 confirmed entries and no further entries in this 
class will be accepted.  There will be 14 front-engined cars, 15 rear-engined drum-braked, 12 rear-
engined disc-baked, 4 Invited F3 cars and 1 Invited ‘other’ car.   Flags of origin will be flying for the 22 
NZ owned cars, 17 Australian, 6 UK and 1 car from Denmark.    
 

  
David Bishop, UK, front-engined 1960 Elva 100 BMC F J100/76 1100cc 
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The Sports and Sports Racing Car Class  – there are now 45 registered cars in this class, nearly 
half of which have been officially entered.  Englishman Geoffrey O’Connell will be bringing two 
Cooper Bristols to the Festival, one of which will be driven by his race mechanic Ed Cottam. Ed’s car 
was a 1952 Cooper Bristol Mk1 single seater and has since been converted to ‘sports’ racing car with 
the distinctive ‘cycle guard’ front mudguards.  Way back in the late 1950s/early 1960s, colourful New 
Zealand race driver Lenny Gilbert converted his 1953 Cooper Bristol Mk2 to sports racing specs, so 
for some it will be quite nostalgic to see Cooper Bristol sports racer at the Festival. 
 

 
Ed Cottam, UK, in Geoffrey O’Connell’s 1952 Cooper Bristol Mk1 1971cc sports racing car  

 
Invited ‘Early Historics’ Class - Numbers continue to increase in this class such that there are now 
40 cars registered for the Invited Early Historic 1930s/40s/50s Racing and Sports Racing class. When 
New Zealand veteran racer Kenny Smith saw the entry list, he remarked that it would be worth the 
entry fee alone just to see these grand old cars back on the track once again.   
 
One interesting car in this class is the rear-engined 1951 Citroen Spyder that will be driven by Ian 
Kemp of Dunedin.  This car was originally named the Haigh Citroen after its builder-creator Doug 
Haigh.  The car was built from the remains of a Light 15 Citroen together with a number of aircraft 
parts and pieces of Haigh’s earlier Ford 10 Special   The car was campaigned successfully in the 
South Island for many years in the 1950s. 
 

 
A period photo of Ian Kemp’s 1951 Citroen Spyder 19 11cc 
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Invited 1960s Saloons & GTs Class - Class co-ordinator Neil Tolich is assembling a grid of 40+ cars 
representative of race grids in the 1960s. The advance in race technology was rapid throughout the 
1960s, so spectators will see a wide variation in shapes, sizes and speed of cars in this class. 
Coming from UK is Englishman Mike Cann with his very period 1961 Jaguar Mk2 3.8 litre.  These 
cars were at the ‘top of the tree’ in the early 1960s Saloon car races before the lighter and more agile 
Lotus Cortinas and Mini Coopers toppled the bigger and heavier, but oh so spectacular, racing Jags.     
 

 
Mike Cann, UK, 1961 Jaguar Mk2 3.8 

 
Invited 1970s Saloons & GTs Class – 45 car owners have been invited to submit an entry for this 
class of which 27 have already done so.  Given the expiry of the deadline to submit a race entry, a 
new series of invitations will shortly be extended to those who are currently waiting on the reserves 
list.   
 
Class Co-ordinator Michael Sexton is assembling a cross section of cars that will represent the 
spectacular Saloon and GT racing seen on New Zealand tracks throughout the 1970s. One car of 
special note already entered in this class is the very rare 1972 Ford Cologne Capri owned by Roger 
Townshend of Christchurch. There will be plenty to whet the appetite of avid Saloon and GT 
enthusiasts – so don’t forget to bring your camera.  
 

 
Roger Townshend, Christchurch NZ, 1972 Ford Cologne  Capri 
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Formula Ford Class  - There are now 45 registered cars and of these, there are 35 confirmed entries.  
There will be two classes within the Formula Ford class – the first will be for cars up to June 1980, 
and the second will be for cars up to 31 December 1989 provided those cars are using a Hewland 
Mk8/9 transaxle.  Nine cars will be coming from Australia to compete in the Festival series. In 2010, it 
will be 40 years since the first Formula Ford races were held in New Zealand, so there is good reason 
for past Formula Ford drivers to be at the Festival to see some of the very cars that perhaps they 
drove ‘back then.’    
  

 
David Watkins –Western Australia – 1982 Royale RP31 m Formula Ford 

  
Cars to the Festival from Victoria, Australia – com piled by Peter Hill, 
Melbourne 
Brabham BT6 FJ   1963 – Owner: Peter Strauss  
New Zealanders have seen a lot of this car over many years, as Bruce Harre imported it into NZ in 
1965 for Graeme Lawrence to drive.  Chris Amon also drove the car.  Chassis number FJ-4-63 is one 
of the cars that the Brabham “factory” built and then used for Denny Hulme to win the Formula Junior 
Championship in 1963.  Following its racing years in NZ in Formula Junior guise, it was raced in the 
NZ National Formula with a Ford 1500cc engine. 
 
Melbourne-based Peter Strauss had always wanted to own a Brabham and he bought this car in NZ 
in 2001.  Peter shipped the car back to his hometown, where it underwent an extensive restoration by 
Ken Zinner (well known as the transmission guru)back to its original FJ specifications.  The car has a 
Ford 105E 4-cylinder 1098cc engine and a Hewland transaxle. 
 
Peter has raced this car extensively in Europe where he toured in 2006, competing at Spa, 
Nurburgring, Dijon, Silverstone, Brands Hatch and Mallory Park.  Another well-known Tasman racer, 
Peter Larner, looked after the car during that campaign, towing it around Europe behind a hired motor 
home. 
 
Peter Strauss was extremely successful with the Brabham in the Formula Junior 50th anniversary in 
2008.  He had a win at Pukekohe, two second-places and a fourth.  He had another win at Taupo, 
was unbeatable at Calder and then had five wins and a second place at Phillip Island.  Ned Spieker in 
another Brabham (a BT2/6) was often his closest challenger. 
Peter has owned and raced a number of historic sports cars, but he spends most of his racing time in 
this pretty Brabham. 

 
 

 
Peter Strauss, Aus-Vic 
1963 Brabham BT6 FJ-4-63 
Formula Junior 1098cc  
Spa, Belgium 
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Travel, Accommodation, Transport, Tours 
Katie van Dinther at Stars Tours, a division of worldwide Carlson Waglonlit Travel is available to help 
all competitors and visitors with their travel needs.  Contact Katie on 
kvandinther@carlsonwagonlit.com or phone +64 9 921 0188 
 
Notices for Competitors 
AMB Race timers -  Competitors are advised that AMB transponders will be required for all cars 
racing in the Festival.  There will be a very limited number of AMB transponders available for hire at a 
cost of NZD$30.00 per day.  Those who require an AMB race timer should reserve one by contacting 
Bill Ritchie  
 
Please note that the Australian ‘Dorian’ race timer s WILL NOT work in New Zealand.  Owners 
of cars with a Dorian timer will need to have an AM B race timer in New Zealand. AMB race 
timers are available for hire but those requiring a n AMB timer must contact Bill Ritchie 
bill.ritchie@xtra.co.nz to reserve their timer.  
  
Shipping of Cars to New Zealand  – Overseas competitors are reminded of the very generous 
discount for carriage of shipping containers arranged by Simon Edwards, GM Commercial, Hamburg 
Sud New Zealand Limited.   
 
Competitors from Australia wishing to use the Hamburg Sud offer should contact Stewart Garmey of 
Tradelanes Global Solutions PTY Ltd stewart@tradelanes.com.au.  
 
Competitors from the ‘rest of the world’ should contact Phil Gibbs at Jenner Cargo International Ltd 
phil@jennercargo.co.nz    
 
Race Licences  – New Zealand drivers will require a minimum of a current MotorSport NZ issued 
National Race Licence to race at the Festival.   
 
Overseas drivers will require EITHER –  
·  the equivalent of a National Race Licence (i.e. not a ‘club’ level licence) with a FIA Visa issued by 

their respective FIA National Motorsport authority; (or Trans Tasman Visa issued by CAMS for 
Aust drivers) or, 

·  An International Historic H1 (or higher) licence. 
    
Race Fuel – Competitors are advised that leaded 100 Octane Avgas/race gas will be available at 
both Hampton Downs and Pukekohe race tracks.  Commercially available 91, 96 or 98 octane 
unleaded petrol (gas) is available at commercial Petrol (Gas) Stations. Those who require race gas or 
commercial pump fuel should bring their own fuel containers, or purchase them at local NZ Petrol 
stations or motor parts retail stores such as Repco or Super Cheap Auto.  
 
Noise Emission  – Competitors should note NZ MotorSport Regs state – “No vehicle shall exceed 95 
db [Decibels]. The measurement shall be taken 30metres at a right angle from the track at a point 
where the vehicle is at maximum power.” 
 
Competitors should be mindful of the Noise Emission standards. 
 
Outline Programme for the Festival  
An outline Programme of Events for the Festival is contained in Festival Newsletter #4 dated July 09.  
A copy of Newsletter #4 is available in the News section of the NZ Festival of Motor Racing website 
www.nzfmr.co.nz 
 
Questions & Comments? 
If you have questions about the Festival or comments about this Newsletter, contact Festival 
Chairman, Jim Barclay jimbarclay@xtra.co.nz  
 
 
 


