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The ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating Bruce McLaren’  
 

Newsletter Number 8 – November 2009 
 

 
Ticket Sales and interest in the Festival mounting 
Ticket sales continue at record pace for the ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating Bruce McLaren’ 
to be held at the new Hampton Downs Motor Sport Park (which is located midway between Auckland 
and Hamilton) from 22-24 Jan 2010, and at Pukekohe Park raceway from 29-31 Jan 2010.  Still by far 
the most popular tickets purchased are the 6-day ‘All Access Pass’.  
 
To purchase Festival tickets for Christmas as an ideal activity the whole family will enjoy, go to the 
Festival website www.nzfmr.co.nz and purchase online.  Just click on the ‘Tickets’ logo on the home 
page and this will take you to the online purchase facility.  
 
Information about the Festival, including cars entered by race class and photos of selected cars will 
be found on the Festival website www.nzfmr.co.nz 
 
50th Anniversary of Bruce McLaren’s first F1 GP win 
The 50th anniversary of Bruce McLaren’s first F1 GP win at the US GP, Sebring, Florida USA will be 
on 12 Dec 2009. At 22 years of age at the time of his win, Bruce became the youngest driver to win a 
Formula One GP - a record held in Bruce’s name for over 40 years until Fernando Alonso took the 
honour. 

 
Photo Left – Bruce McLaren holds aloft the USGP Trophy – Sebring, Florida 12 Dec 1959 
Photo Right – Sir Jack Brabham driving the Cooper T51 Climax used by Bruce to win the 
USGP 1959.  This photo was taken at Taupo NZ, Jan 2007 
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Bruce McLaren Calendar for 2010 
The Bruce McLaren Trust has for sale a magnificent 2010 calendar featuring Bruce McLaren.  There 
is a great deal of information in the calendar and many superb photographs of Bruce and his cars.  
This limited run of calendars will surely be a collector’s piece, so be in and secure yourself a 
Christmas present or purchase a calendar at the Bruce McLaren Trust’s display at the Festival. Email 
Jan McLaren for details at the Bruce McLaren Trust – brucemclarentrust@clear.net.nz 
 
New Book –‘Bruce McLaren- A Celebration of a Kiwi Icon’ 
In conjunction with the ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating Bruce McLaren’, the Festival has 
commissioned a new book ‘Bruce McLaren-A Celebration of a Kiwi Icon’.  The 80-page book will 
be on sale at the Festival.  The book is a composition of memories, stories and photographs about 
Bruce contributed by his immediate family and many guests including Sir Stirling Moss, Sir Jack 
Brabham, Sir Jackie Stewart and Dan Gurney.  Articles and stories by Phil Kerr, Eoin Young, Michael 
Clark, Howden Ganley, Wal Wilmott, Ken Smith and many others complete a fine tribute to Bruce.  
 
Watch for details about the book on the Festival website www.nzfmr.co.nz. Secure an advance copy 
online, or purchase your book at the Festival and have it signed by members of the McLaren family, 
former Cooper and McLaren team mechanics, drivers, and friends.  All profits from this book will be 
donated to the Bruce McLaren Trust. 
 
Racing underway at Hampton Downs 
How exciting it is that racing is now underway on the brand new Hampton Downs 2.8km track. Track 
owner Tony Roberts driving his 1970 Chev Corvette scored the very first first place finish ! There was 
plenty of action as drivers learned the new track layout and raced on 28/29 Nov 09.  Universal 
acclaim rated the track ‘outstanding’ with comments like “technical”, “not a power circuit like 
Pukekohe”, “a Thinkers track”, “plenty of different lines around the same corner.” Photos of track 
construction can be seen on the Hampton Downs website www.hamptondowns.com   

 
BMW E30 Saloon cars racing at Hampton Downs –Sunday 29 Nov 09 

 
Hampton Downs Directors Delighted 
Managing Director Tony Roberts and Director Chris Watson are delighted to see racing underway at 
their brand new track at Hampton Downs.  After many years of planning and countless hours of 
meetings, Tony and Chris are ‘over the moon’ now that drivers are able to race their cars on the new 
track.  With the 2.8km track now in use, planning is already underway to complete the extension loop 
to make the full 3.8 km International track  
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Chris Watson (left) and Tony Roberts outside the Amon Apartment block -  

Hampton Downs Motor Sports Park - 11 Nov 09 
 
Progress Report on Entries for the 10 Race Classes for the Festival  
 
The Formula F5000 and Invited F1 Class 
Firstly a correction - In the Newsletter last month it was reported that the 1976 Elfin MR8C Chev 
belonging to Queenslander Ken James was formerly driven in Australian Gold Star races by John 
Bowe. Ken James has since emailed to say his car was not a former John Bowe car – it was driven 
by its builder and Elfin factory owner Garrie Cooper as well as by Larry Perkins. 
 
Judy Lyons has emailed to say that unfortunately her son Michael Lyons will not be coming, after all, 
from UK to NZ to drive in the Festival.  Judy and husband Frank will now be busy at the Festival 
driving their Lola T400 (Frank), Gurney Eagle (Judy) and McLaren M26 F1 (Frank).  Frank will also 
drive their McLaren M4A F2 car in the Tasman class. 
 
Aaron Lewis (NSW) emailed to say his brother Philip will drive the Matich A50 F5000 at Hampton 
Downs and Aaron will drive it at Pukekohe.  Aaron will bring from Australia his ex Peter Revson 1972 
McLaren M16B Offenhauser turbo Indy car for on track demonstrations at the Festival. 
 
This month we look at the 1974 Chevron B28 F5000 chassis number B28-74-02 that will be brought 
to NZ by Daryl Taylor from UK. Daryl’s brief bio for his car is as follows. 
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Daryl Taylor UK - 1974 Chevron B28-02 F5000 

 
Can-Am and V8 Sports Racing Class 
We have now have information on two very interesting cars entered in the Can-Am class.  The first is 
the 1965 Lola T70 Mk1 owned by Marc Devis from Belgium. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Chassis nr : SL70/7 
Traco Chevrolet engine 

LG500/6 gearbox 
Dark Green 

 
This car was supplied by the Lola works as a ‘Tub only’ replacement for Lola T70 SL70/4 to Stirling 
Moss Auto Racing Team (SMART) for BOAC pilot Hugh Dibley on 13/4/65. It was painted in SMART 
colors (Light Green with Dark Green racing stripe) during 1965 race season. Hugh Dibley raced this 
T70 both in the U.K. and America in 1965 and 1966. After this, he loaned the car to Scooter Patrick 
for a race and then sold it to the Smothers Brothers for Hugh Powell to drive.  SL70/7 then only had 2 
subsequent owners in the USA during a period of more than 30 years. 
 
After almost 20 years of ownership by its second US owner, Phil Schmidt, the car was sold in 2004 to 
its current Belgian owner. Upon arrival in Europe, the car was inspected by Lola specialist Clive 
Robinson who proclaimed it to be the most original and correct T70 Mk1 he had ever seen. By 2006 
the car was being fully restored to its original specification and in the original Lola “green with dark 
green stripe”- livery as raced early on in 1965. Since its restoration, it has been successfully raced 
during the last 3 years. In 2008, it won the Masters’ Sports Racing championship while it also won the 
Springbok Champion races in South-Africa. It was a welcome participant to the prestigious 
Goodwood Revival meeting in 2008 and 2009 where it was re-united with its original owner and driver 
Hugh Dibley. 
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Marc Devis Belgium 1965 Lola T70 Mk1 SL70/7 5700cc Can-Am 

The second Can-Am car featured this month is the 1971 March 717 belonging to Richard Dodkins of 
UK. Richard will drive the March 717 at Hampton Downs and his friend Frank Bradley will drive it at 
Pukekohe. 
 
Richard emailed to say “For a long time I have wanted to come over the New Zealand as McLaren 
CanAm cars have been my long term passion.  I have owned and raced two M1Bs, two M1Cs an 
M6B and M8C and M8E although currently I only have one M1B and the March 717 which was 
designed by Robin Herd who was very much a McLaren man prior to going to March. The 717 is the 
only one ever built and is very special and I am looking forward to bringing that to New Zealand.” 
 

 
Richard Dodkins UK - 1971 March 717 8800cc Can-Am 

 
Tasman Class  
There are now 32 cars in this class. A very welcome recent addition is the ex Graeme Lawrence 1968 
McLaren M4A now owned by Aucklander Peter Herbert.  Peter has completed a lengthy rebuild of 
this ‘air new zealand’ liveried white and teal coloured McLaren M4A. 
 
An interesting silver coloured Brabham from Australia is owned by Peter Barclay from ACT. Peter has 
achieved considerable success with his Brabham and he will be a welcome addition to the grid of 
Tasman cars. 
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Peter Barclay Aus - ACT - 1966 Brabham BT21A AM 266 1600cc 

 
One of a number of older Tasman cars in this class is the 1959 Cooper Climax owned by Richard 
Longes from NSW, Australia.  Richard advises us that this Cooper, chassis number F2/14/59 was 
purchased new from the factory in 1959 by David McKay on behalf of Victa Industries.  After only two 
races it was sold to Bib Stillwell and, initially fitted with a 2.2 litre motor, became his main car for the 
1960 Gold Star Championship. He finished in second place in the 1960 Gold Star including winning 
the inaugural meeting at Warwick Farm in December 1960.  It was the first 2.5 litre Climax engined 
Cooper owned by a local driver. 
 
For the Australian leg of the Tasman Series in 1961, Bib Stillwell drove the car at Warwick Farm, 
Ballarat and Longford.  At Warwick Farm, he came 3rd behind Stirling Moss and Innes Ireland after a 
race long duel with Austin Miller in a similar car. 
 
This car was restored in 2000 and has been used in historic racing in Australia, the UK  
and in Europe at the Monaco Historique Grand Prix. 

 
Richard Longes 1959 Cooper T51 Climax F2/14/59 2500cc 

 
Super Historics Class 
So far, there are 17 Australian cars entered of a potential 34 starters in this class. Some of the later 
cars from the ‘Tasman’ class will also join the Super Historics class. One bona fide Super Historic 
coming from NSW, Australia is the 1977 Ralt RT1 of Doug MacArthur. 
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Doug MacArthur Aus-NSW – 1977 Ralt RT1-91 1600cc 

 
The Formula Junior and Invited F3 Class 
Thankfully the entry list has dropped from 46 cars to 43 for what is expected to be a 40 car grid limit.  
One car making its first trip to NZ will be the 1963 Talisman FJ belonging to Mike Goodfellow of 
Queensland.  The Talisman was built in Australia by Fred Treffary of NSW and was constructed with 
similar specifications and looks to a 1962 Brabham BT2 FJ. 
 

 
Mike Goodfellow Aus-Qld- 1963 Talisman Formula Junior 1098cc 

 
The Sports and Sports Racing Car Class  
Last month it was reported that 39 entries in this class will come from Australia, USA, Macau and UK. 
– plus of course some 30 Kiwis flying the flag for New Zealand. A recent addition to the class is Jack 
Ondrack from Canada with his 1969 TVR Tuscan. Another recent addition is Californian Ernie 
Nagamatsu with his 1958 ‘Kilpatrick’ Porsche 356 Speedster. The Speedster was owned by Brig 
General James Kilpatrick USAF and raced by him for many, many years across USA.  In accordance 
with his wishes after the General’s death, ownership of the car passed to Ernie who was already well 
known as the owner/driver of the legendary - Old Yeller II - see the Early Historics class below for 
information about Old Yeller II 
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Ernie Nagamatsu USA-Ca-1958 ‘Kilpatrick’ Porsche 356 Speedster 1620cc 

 
Invited ‘Early Historics’ Class 
Early registrations of interest numbered 40 cars in this class and there are now 32 confirmed entries 
to date.  Sadly, in the past month we saw the withdrawal of the two Warner Mauger cars, the 1953 
Stanton Special and the 1951 Briggs Mercury Special. 
 
One very interesting car in this class will be the 1959 Old Yeller II Buick Special belonging to 
Californian Ernie Nagamatsu.  Often referred to as the ‘Junk Yard Dog’, Ernie’s 6400cc Old Yeller II 
will provide considerable interest to this class.  There will be no mistaking Ernie’s famous Old Yeller 
on the track so make the time to visit the Pits and welcome Ernie and his team! 
 

 
Ernie Nagamatsu USA-Ca – 1959 Old Yeller II Buick Special 6400cc 

 
Another wonderful car in the Early Historics class is the 1958 Lister Jaguar of David Ham, UK. This 
may well be the first Lister Jaguar to race in New Zealand since the International series in 1958 when 
the illustrious Archie Scott-Brown competed against Jack Brabham and Bruce McLaren in their 
Coopers and Ross Jensen in his Maserati 250F.  Archie raced at Ardmore (DNF-72 laps), Levin (2nd), 
Wigram (1st), Dunedin (DNF -7 Laps) and Teretonga (6th).  David has owned his Lister Jag for a long 
time and has been keen to bring his car to NZ for some close racing. Call by the Pits and give David a 
hearty welcome! 
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David Ham UK – 1958 Lister Jaguar BHL/111 3800cc 

 
Invited 1960s Saloons & GTs Class 
With the grid at Hampton Downs now expected to be not more than 40 cars, this class is full. One car 
of note is the ex Brian Innes Mini Cooper S that will be raced by owner Quentin Toebes. Quentin will 
be up against fellow Mini drivers Bernie Hines in his 1966 Broadspeed Mini and Robin Greenland in 
his 1966 Mini Leyland (Miglia spec).  Sadly Bruce Carter had a big crash in his 1969 Mini Mk2 at 
Hampton Downs in late November and although Bruce is OK apart from ‘bumps and bruises’, the Mini 
sustained some serious damage 

 

.  
Quentin Toebes Mini Cooper S ex Brian Innes 

 
Invited 1970s Saloons & GT Class 
Another full class of 40 cars will face the starter at Hampton Downs and Pukekohe. At this time, the 
only Mustang in the 1970s class is the 1974 Mustang Boss 302 owned and raced by John Watkins 
from USA. John will ship his car to NZ and join his Kiwi mate Dale Mathers of Tauranga.  Dale will be 
racing his own 1969 Mustang Boss 302 in the 1960s class. Look out for John in his distinctive light 
blue Mustang.  
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John Watkins USA - 1974 Mustang Boss 302 5000cc 

 
Formula Ford Class 
This class remains very popular and the grid of 40 cars has been full for some time. There are 26 
Class 1 FFs and 14 Class 2 cars. During the past month, Wal Wilmott changed his mount from a 
1984 Van Diemen to an historic Kiwi car – the 1973 Begg JM1 FF. Wal was Bruce McLaren’s 
mechanic in the 1960s and he built, amongst many other cars, the 1964 Cooper T70 Climax that 
Bruce used to win the 1964 NZIGP at Pukekohe and the 1964 Tasman Cup.  Wal will be very keen to 
see the Cooper T70 at the Festival and racing in the Tasman Class. One brightly repainted car is that 
of Michael Clark with his 1978 Crossle 32F. Michael selected this colour as it is the same colour as 
the Marmon Wasp that raced at Indianapolis in the early 1900s  
 

 
Michael Clark 1978 Crossle 32F 1600cc Formula Ford 

 
Travel, Accommodation, Transport, Tours 
Katie van Dinther at Stars Tours, a division of worldwide Carlson Waglonlit Travel is available to help 
all competitors and visitors with their accommodation and travel needs.  Katie has reserved Motels 
around the Pukekohe area so contact her on kvandinther@carlsonwagonlit.com or phone DDI +64 9 
921 0188 
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Notices for Competitors 
Welcome Party  
Wednesday 20th Jan 10 -  There will be an informal Festival ‘Welcome’ function at Hampton Downs 
Motorsport Park starting around 5.00pm on Wednesday 20th Jan 10. For those able to attend, come 
through the tunnel into the Pit area inside the track and listen for the sound of music and good cheer.  
Good food and drink will be available so plan on staying a while. Take a look around the Pits to see 
where you will be located in the days that follow. Drivers should bring their Race Licence and vehicle 
log book etc (see Documentation below) as the Race Secretary will do your documentation for you on 
the spot. Plan on being there on Wednesday evening. 
 
Crew Catering 
Watch our Festival website and order your cooked breakfast, lunch and dinner at the track.  This will 
be available for all drivers and their crews.  Great food at very competitive prices. 
 
Documentation for the Festival. Drivers must present to the Race Secretary at documentation the 
following documentation:  

1. Competition Licence (Race Licence) –  
····  New Zealand drivers will require a minimum of a current MotorSport NZ issued 

National Race Licence, or an appropriate international licence.  
····  Note that a NZ VCC race licence is not acceptable  
····  Overseas drivers will require EITHER –  

  the equivalent of a National Race Licence (i.e. not a ‘club’ level licence) with a FIA 
  Visa issued by their respective FIA National Motorsport authority; (ACCUS in  
  USA, or Trans Tasman Visa issued by CAMS for Aust drivers);  
  or, 
  An International Historic H1 (or higher) licence. 
2. Vehicle Logbook - MSNZ log book or other acceptable log book such as HRSCC, VCC, or a 

vehicle logbook issued by the ASN in the country of the vehicle’s country of residence.  
3. Identity Classification and Vehicle Category for Schedule K vehicles–  

·  MSNZ COD;  
·  or FIA Historic Technical Passport (HTP) and/or Heritage Certificate (HC);   
·  or, VCC Vehicle Identity Card (VIC);  
·  or, in the case of visiting overseas vehicles a similar type classification document issued 

by a National Sporting Organisation from the vehicle’s country of residence 
 
Entry Lists – Competitors and their cars entered in each class are being progressively entered on 
the Festival website.  See www.nzfmr.co.nz and check under the ‘Competitors–Entry Lists’. Additions 
and corrections will be made as needed. Changes may be emailed by competitors to Festival 
Chairman, Jim Barclay jimbarclay@xtra.co.nz  
 
Proposed Race Schedule – The proposed Race Schedule is on the website – check 
www.nzfmr.co.nz and look under ‘Competitors –Race Schedule’.  With many drivers entering two cars 
and sometimes three cars, every effort has been made to avoid any one driver having back-to-back 
races. Sometimes, however, this will not be possible to avoid.  
 
Festival entry tickets for Competitors – Please note that four free six-day Festival entry tickets will 
be given to competitors for each car they have entered in the Festival.  Competitor’s tickets will be 
available for collection at Driver’s documentation check-in at Hampton Downs on Thursday 21 
January 2010.  Any driver wanting tickets mailed out before Driver’s documentation must make such 
request to Matt Taylor Matt@nzfmr.co.nz  
 
Race timers - Competitors are advised that AMB transponders will be required for all cars racing in 
the Festival.  There will be a very limited number of AMB transponders available for hire at a cost of 
NZD$30.00 per day.  Those who require an AMB race timer should reserve one by contacting Bill 
Ritchie by email on billritchie@xtra.co.nz  
 
A Special Notice for Australian Competitors - Please note that the Australian ‘Dorian’ race 
timers WILL NOT work in New Zealand.  Owners of cars with a Dorian timer will need to use an 
AMB race timer in New Zealand. AMB race timers are available for hire but those requiring an 
AMB timer must contact Bill Ritchie billritchie@xtra.co.nz to reserve their timer.  
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Shipping of Cars to New Zealand – On arrival in New Zealand, overseas competitors wishing to 
check the location of their shipping container should contact Phil Gibbs at Jenner Cargo International 
Ltd phil@jennercargo.co.nz  phone 09 254 4811 or mobile 021 988 697  
 
Race Fuel – Competitors are advised that leaded 100 Octane Avgas/race gas will be available at 
both Hampton Downs and Pukekohe race tracks.  Commercially available 91, 96 or 98 octane 
unleaded petrol (gas) is available at commercial Petrol (Gas) Stations. Those who require race gas or 
commercial pump fuel should bring their own fuel containers, or purchase them at local NZ Petrol 
stations or motor parts retail stores such as Repco or Super Cheap Auto.  
 
Outline Programme for the 3 days of the Festival at each location  
An outline Programme of Events for the Festival is contained in Festival Newsletter #4 dated July 09.  
A copy of Newsletter #4 is available in the News section of the NZ Festival of Motor Racing website 
www.nzfmr.co.nz 
 
Questions & Comments? 
If you have questions about the Festival or comments about this Newsletter, contact Festival 
Chairman, Jim Barclay jimbarclay@xtra.co.nz  
 
If you enjoyed this Newsletter, please consider emailing it to your friends. Ask them to register on the 
‘Newsletter’ subscribe button on Festival website so they will receive their own Newsletters in future. 
 

 
 

Newsletter Tail piece –  
 

 
Festival Chairman Jim Barclay and his 1961 Gemini Mk3A Formula Junior – Pukekohe Jan 

2008.  Jim has booked weather like this (endless sun and cloudless skies) for the Festival in 
2010. Pay homage to your own weather gods so you can bring good weather and a great 
friendly spirit to the Festival.  For those that need them, get your tickets now online on 

www.nzfmr.co.nz 
 


