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The ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating Chris Amon’ 
 

Newsletter Number Two – July 2010 
 

The ‘NZ Festival of Motor Racing (NZFMR) celebrating Chris Amon’ will be held at Hampton Downs Motor 
Sport Park over two three-day weekends in January 2011.  Hampton Downs is located alongside Highway 1, 65 km 
south of central Auckland, New Zealand, and 60 km north of Hamilton. Check out information about Hampton 
Downs on website www.hamptondowns.com 
 
Put a circle around the dates for the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival in your diary right now and plan to be there to 
see great Classic and Historic motor racing from Friday 21st Jan to Sunday 23rd Jan, and one week later, Friday 28 
Jan to Sunday 30 Jan 2011.  Also at the Festival over the first weekend will be Pre 1963 Classic motor cycles. 
 
Keep a regular check on our website www.nzfmr.co.nz  and be kept up to date as new Festival information is 
added.  
 
If you have been sent this Newsletter by a friend and would like to get your own emailed copy of future Newsletters, 
fill in the short 3 line ‘Newsletter Subscription’ panel on the Homepage of our website www.nzfmr.co.nz    
 
Early Bird Festival ticket sales 
A very limited number of ‘Early Bird’ ticket are now on sale at a special price for the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival.  
Tickets can be purchased online by going to the homepage of the website www.nzfmr.co.nz 
 
Ex Chris Amon 1970 March 701/1 Cosworth for static display the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival? 
Kiwi expat Roger Wills has purchased the former Chris Amon 1970 March 701/1 F1 car from the Donnington 
Museum in UK. Although the car is scheduled for a thorough overhaul after being displayed on a wall of the 
Donnington Museum for some 30 years, Roger is hoping to send the car to the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival for 
static display purposes.  Those who attended the NZFMR Bruce McLaren Festival in January 2010 will remember 
Roger for his stunningly quick and spectacular driving in his 1959 Cooper T51 Climax and for the giant killing drive 
in his 1965 McLaren M1B Can-Am against the powerful March 717 Can-Am car in the wet at Pukekohe. 
Unfortunately Roger will not be with us at the Chris Amon Festival – but we hope the March 701 will be. 
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A Correction! 
In the last Newsletter, I stated that the first race meeting that Chris entered was at Levin on 15th April 1961 where 
he drove his 1956 Cooper Climax.  Well, Levin was correct, and so was April.  But it was a year earlier on 2nd April 
1960 that he first raced at Levin - and it was not in his Cooper Climax. In fact, when just 16 year of age, Chris had 
his first circuit race at Levin in his first racing car - the A40 Special, which he painted red (or course!). This car was 
based on a 1947 Speedway Midget built by Des Herrick.  Current owner of the Herrick A40 Special is Auckland’s 
Roger Herrick and Roger advises he will bring the Herrick A40 Special to the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival.  

 

 
Chris Amon’s 1947 A40 Special – Admirals Road Hillclimb. November 1960. photo via Roger Herrick 

 
Extra Race Class for the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival 
The NZFMR Directors have agreed to add an extra race class to the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival and the popular 
‘Sports and Sports Racing’ cars of the 1960s and 1970 era will be back.  
 
Race classes for the Festival are now as follows: 
 1.  F5000 & F1 
 2.  Tasman Cars – Tasman Formula, F2 and Invited cars  
 3.  Super Historics – Can-Am/Formula Atlantic & Pacific/F2/Formula Holden/other Invited cars 
 4.  Formula Junior and Invited F3 cars 
 5.  Invited 1960s Saloons & GTs 
 6.  Invited 1970s Saloons & GTs 
 7.  Invited 1980s Saloons & GTs 
 8.  Early Historics – 1930s/40s/50s Racing & Sports Racing cars 
 9.  Formula Ford – 40th anniversary of Formula Ford in NZ 
 10 Sports and Sports Racing – 1960s/1970s era 
 11a. Classic Bikes – pre 1963 250/350/500cc racing bikes (first weekend only) 
 11b. Muscle Cars – for Northern, Central and Production Muscle car classes (second weekend only) 
 
Registrations of Interest 
Owners/drivers wishing to enter their cars in the Festival are first requested to register their interest by contacting 
Jim Barclay, Festival Chairman, by email jim@nzfmr.co.nz  
 
Information needed with a registration of interest, (with examples of info required), is as follows- 

·  Preferred Race number - 25 
·  Name of driver - Jim Barclay 
·  Year of car - 1961 
·  Type/mark of car – Gemini MK3A FJ 
·  Chassis number (if applicable) - 09 
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·  cc rating of engine – 1040cc 
·  Colour of car - Red 
·  Photo of car – for reproduction reasons a ‘hi-res’ photo with minimum of 300dpi is required 

 
Once registrations of interest have been received, cars that meet respective class criteria will be invited to submit 
an entry form. Invited entries will not be accepted until entry fees and other associated charges have been paid in 
full. 
 
Race Class association and sponsorship now available  
The opportunity is now available to accept ‘naming right’ association and sponsorship for each of the Race classes. 
Benefits to Sponsors will include ‘branding’ the race class with their chosen product, logo or company, have 
sponsor supplied logos displayed on each car of that class, display company branding in the respective race class 
Marquee located in the Pit Paddock, have an advertisement in the race programme and associated TV coverage, 
secure discount tickets for clients and much more.  If you or your business would like to be associated with the 
Festival and have ‘your own’ race class, give Matt Taylor a call 021 628 891, or email Matt now matt@nzfmr.co.nz  
 
Hospitality opportunities    
Such is the popularity of the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival, we have been able to secure only 8 of the 80 residential 
apartments at Hampton Downs.  These apartments offer stunning trackside viewing for up to 20 people per 
apartment, per day.  If you would like to secure one of these apartments for yourself, your friends or your business 
for the whole, or part, of the Festival, call Matt Taylor now on 021 628 891 or email him right way 
matt@nzfmr.co.nz . Matt will provide all the information you need about cost, availability and bookings. 
 
Matt also has a limited number of tables available in the Hamptons fine dining area located in the Pit Paddock. 
Tables for 10 with a view of the track are available and catering will be provided by Austins quality caterers.  As 
the number of tables is very limited, call or email Matt right way to secure you booking. 
 
Commemorative Book - NZ Festival of Motor Racing celebrating Bruce McLaren 2010 -  
 

�
�

To commemorate the first New Zealand Festival of Motor Racing held in January 2010, Philip and Vivienne 
Adamson have produced a high quality book of the best of the Ground-Sky photographs, featuring ALL the cars 
that competed in the Festival and covering both Hampton Downs and Pukekohe. 

 
It is a 12” x 12” (30cm x 30cm) hard-bound book with 192 pages, including entry lists and at least one photo of 
every entrant along with full page features of over 120 of the competitors. At $90 (+ p&p) it will be something 
special for your coffee table, particularly if you raced in the event, as you feature in the book! 

 
Over 600 photos covering all the action, the pits, the racing and a section featuring the off-track excursions and 
things that didn’t go quite according to plan. Order online at www.treadbrook.co.nz or contact Philip at 
philip.adamson@outsource.co.nz  
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Notices to all Competitors –  
 
Container shipping discount – Simon Edwards, GM Commercial, Hamburg Sud NZ Ltd has once again kindly 
offered to provide a significant discount on the cost of overseas shipping to the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival.  This 
discount will be available to competitors through international freight forwarders, either Jenners Cargo or GT 
International Logistics.  Jenners, or GT International, will also look after Customs and conveyance of containers 
to/from Hampton Downs. Information for competitors who wish to contact Jenners, or GT International, is as 
follows:- 
 
Jenners Cargo – Jeff Crawley, Director. Jeff@jenners.co.nz website www.jenners.co.nz   
GT International – Phil Gibbs Director. phil@gtlogistics.co.nz  
 
Competitors in Australia should contact Stewart Garmey at Tradelanes stewart@tradelanes.com.au 
 
AVGAS Fuel Service – There will be a new supplier of certified Avgas for the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival.  Fuel 
will be available in the Fuel compound located near the Pit Paddock end of the under-track vehicle tunnel at 
Hampton Downs. 
 
Any competitors awaiting resolution of the incorrect uel supplied by Motorsports Logistics at the NZFMR Bruce 
McLaren Festival held in 2010 should contact Simon Hamilton at Kennedys Law s.hamilton@kennedys-law.co.nz       
 
Tyres and Pit Services - Peter Van Breugel, of Prestige Motorsports & Performance, Manakau City will be at the 
NZFMR Chris Amon Festival at Hampton Downs in January 2011 to provide a tyre fitting and balancing service as 
he did at the NZFMR Bruce McLaren Festival in 2010.  Drivers should supply their own new tyres or contact Peter 
well ahead of the NZFMR Chris Amon Festival if you want him to provide new tyres for you at the track. Peter will 
also look after any logistical, engineering, race car preparation and maintenance for visiting race drivers while they 
are in Auckland/Hampton Downs.  Contact Peter on email peter@prestigeautomotive.co.nz  or phone numbers are 
+64 (0) 9 279 444 or mobile +64 (0) 21 947 556.  Website www.prestigeautomotive.co.nz 
 

 
 
 
Festival Newsletter - Comments & Enquiries 
If you have any comments, questions or suggestions about this Newsletter, contact the Newsletter, Editor Jim 
Barclay jim@nzfmr.co.nz  
 
Festival Contact information 
Festival Chairman Jim Barclay  jim@nzfmr.co.nz   0064 (0) 21 75 25 14 
Festival Director & Marketing Matt Taylor  matt@nzfmr.co.nz  0064 (0) 21 628 891 
Festival Director Chris Watson  chris@hamptondowns.com  0064 (0) 274 827 542 
Festival Director Tony Roberts  tony@hamptondowns.com  0064 (0) 21 1332 895 
 
   
 
 


